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CHARACTER

Wearegoingtoconsidertwoguys,oneiscalledSammyandtheothercalledJossy.

Thiswillhelpmedrivehomethisteachingoncharacter.Theimpactofcharacteron

influenceisverysignificant;youcannotbeapersonofinfluencewithoutcharacter.

Characterremainsexclusivelythefoundationofinfluence.

OnethingIhavelearntfrom GodisthatHedoesnotuseamanHehasn’tprepared.

ThereissomethingthatGodispreparingusfor.Thefirstguyinmyillustrationis

Samson (Sammy)has bodystrength,well-builtmuscles,looks fresh and has

everythinggoodontheoutside.Ontheotherhand,Joseph(Jossy)hasnophysical

strength,fairlydevelopedmusclesbutlooksverygoodontheinside.Samsonhadall

thephysicalstrengthoutsidebutlackedcharacterontheinside;Josephontheother

hand,hadadevelopedcharacter.

SamsonwasaNazarenei.e.Hewasseparatedfrom birth.Hewasthefirstofthe

otherNazarenesrecordedintheBible.Hediedlikeachicken,averyshamefuldeath.

ThecharacterofJosephexposedHim andhebecameageneration.Theywereboth

exposed to thesametemptation-womenbutJosephacceptedtheprisonover

pleasure.

THEPOWEROFCHARACTER

1.Characterisbetterandmoreimportantthanrules:amanofcharacteris

disciplined,evenwhentherearenorulesandregulations,amanofcharacter

willstandout.Amanofcharacterplacescertainrestrictionsonhimselfall

becauseoftheglorythatliesaheadofhim.

2.CharacteroutlivesVision/goals/purposes:SamsonwasbornasaJesusto

HisgenerationbutdiedasaGentile.TheenemyhewassenttokillkilledHim

throughthemeansofdeficiencyofcharacter.Josephontheotherhand

outlived His generation.When a man ofcharacterleaves a place,his

assignmentwillstillbespeaking.Whatwillyoubeknownfor?Thatyouhavea

visionorcharacter?

3.Characteralwaysshapesanorganization/system/nationandultimatelya

generation:thecharacterofJosephrescuedthewholeworldfrom serious

economicdepression.ThedeficiencyofcharacterofSamsondestroyeda

wholegeneration.
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Getbacktoyourassignmentandunderstandyouarerulingageneration.Anychange

yourespondtounderpressureortestexposesyourtruecharacter.Therealyou

emergesunderpressure.YourcharacterwillbetestedthroughPower(Money),Fame

andSex.Proverbs27:21(TPT).

Ifweweretomakefurtherreferences,youwillagreewithmethatJosephwasricher

thanSamson,hewasthePrimeMinisterofEgypt,andhewasputinchargeof

Egypt’streasury.Meanwhile,Samson’sricheswaswith women.Joseph saw a

generationaheadofHim andHechoseprisonoverpleasure.

4.CHARACTERISPERSONALBUTNOTPRIVATE:thereisnothinglikeprivate

life,whateveryoudowillstillbeexposed.Youmighthaveapersonallifebut

notaprivatelife,thereisnothingnewunderthesun.Anythingyouintendto

dothatyouwouldn't’twantanyonetomakereferencetointhefuture,don’t

doit!Consequencesaremorepowerfulthanconvictions.Whateverbecomes

ofyouwillultimatelyaffectothers!

5.Characterislouderthanwords:Menandwomanofcharacterdon’ttalktoo

muchtheyjustshowup.

6.Characterpredictsyou:Getbacktoyourassignmentandbeknownforyour

character,letyourcharacterdefineyou.Whatwillyoubeknownfor?Your

characterwillalwaysimplicateyou,itwillsurelyspeak.Thethingsyoudo

todayaregoingtospeakinthefuture.

7.Characterismoreimportantandstrongerthanpower:Samsonimpressed

men butJoseph impressed God.Powerimpresses men butcharacter

impressesGod.SamsondiedbypowerbutJosephdiedinthepositionof

power.PowerkilledSamsonbutJosephlivedinpoweranddiedintheseatof

power.Thethingsyoudotodaywillhaveanimpactonyourfuturegenerations

positivelyornegatively.

PROTECTINGYOURFUTURE/HOW TOIMPROVEYOURCHARACTERINVIEW OF

WHATLIESAHEAD

1.Iwillnotviolatemyvalues

2.Iwillnotsellmyconvictions

3.Iwillbeafixedperson(youmustbeapredictableperson,anunmovable

person)

4.Iwillnotchangemystandbasedonpressures
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5.Irefusetocompromisemymoralstandards

6.Iwillbeknownforonething(Iwillbeoneinmythoughts,words,andactions).

When you change your convictions under pressure, you become

schizophrenic!

7.Iwillbetruetomyself.Theultimateexpressionoftrustistruthfulnessandthe

greateststrengthofleadershipistrust.

TheJourneytocharacterdevelopmentbeginthisway:

i. Betruthfultoyourself:Berealandsincere,don’tbringpeopleintolies

ii. Betruthfultoeverysituation:Seethesituationasitis,berealtoevery

situation,don’tpretendoveranymatter

iii. Betruthfultopeople:don’tdeceivepeople,sayitthewayitisover

everysituation.Mostpeopledon’tliketruthfulpeoplebuttheycannot

denytheirtruthfulness.

iv. Betruthfultoasystem (organisation,system,family,marriage)

v. BetruthfultoGod:MaintainyourconstantwalkwithHim.LetGodbe

abletovouchforyoulikeHedidinthecaseofJob(Job1:8)

Pressures,temptationsandtrialsmustcome,butyoumustdevelopthehabit

ofseeingthepositivesideofit

James1:2-4(TLB),Romans5:3-4

Tolistentothefullaudioteachingofthismessage,Kindlyvisit:

www.ecclesiachristianembassy.org/audio-resources

God’sbesttoyou!

VictorOluwadamilare
TheEcclesiaEmbassy,Abuja.


